
Whose Lands These Are (You think you
know?): Participatory Mapping of Indigenous

Communities in Central America
Peter H. Dana, Middlebury College

Representations of the North: Figures and
Discursive Systems

Daniel Chartier, Imaginaire du Nord

Tuesday, February 7, 6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
A presentation on the comparative studies of how language
and art depict the far North.

Thursday, February 16, 6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
Business ownership, and the interest in entrepreneurial
education, is taking on more importance in our complex
society.  We will discuss what small business “ownership”
is all about and why it’s so important. Hear about real life
challenges that Vermont business owners face every day.
How can you best prepare? What resources are available
to help?  Both aspiring entrepreneurs as well as every
member of the community can benefit from a greater
understanding of the issues.

Free Vermont!: A Secession-Centered Film
and Conversation

Rob Williams, "Vermont Commons"

Thursday, February 23, 6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
Rob Williams, editor and associate publisher of the “Vermont
Commons” and member of the Second Vermont Republic,
hosts an interactive multimedia conversation exploring why
and how the state of Vermont might peaceably secede from
the United States and re-invent itself as an independent
21st century republic.

Entrepreneurship (or, “Being your own boss”)
… What’s It All About?

Susan C. B. Mazza, U. S. Small Business
Administration

Thursday, March 2, 7:00 p.m.
The Center for Northern Studies, Wolcott
Land-rights and territorial control are difficult to define and
even harder to map in places where land-use, land-
significance, and ethnicity are contested, and even more of
a challenge in indigenous communities with conflicting
expectations.  Based on several participatory mapping
projects in indigenous communities in Central America, Dr.
Dana will discuss a variety of approaches to participatory
mapping and the difficulties of supporting land claims in
contested territory.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge:
To Drill or Not to Drill

Steve Wright, National Wildlif e Federation

Thursday, March 9, 6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
Designated by President Eisenhower in 1960, the Artic
National Wildlife Refuge has been a source of tremendous
debate lately. Home to a variety of wildlife-from caribou to
grizzly bears to waterfowl—and native people, especially
the G’wichin who have a long history of dependence on
migrating caribou, ANWR also contains some of the last
known undeveloped oil reserves in North America. This
presentation will offer various perspectives on oil
exploration in ANWR, implications on management of public
lands, and long-term energy policy in the United States.

11,000 Years and Counting:
An Archaeological View of Abenaki History in

Northern New England

Robert G. Goodby, Franklin Pierce College

Thursday, March 16,  6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
From the end of the last ice age to the struggle of Native
people to survive in the seventeenth century, archaeological
excavation illuminates the complex history and culture of
New England’s original inhabitants. In southwestern New
Hampshire, evidence for over four hundred generations of
occupation reveals the remarkable story of the survival
and endurance of the Abenaki people.
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Thursday, April 13, 7:00 p.m.
The Center for Northern Studies, Wolcott
Migration for the Irish was a way of life as early as the
Celtic period.  When the potato economy was adopted in
the mid 18th century it both enabled and made necessary
seasonal migration elsewhere in Ireland, and by the early
19th century to England and Scotland.  Thus the Irish
emigration to America was a continuation of a long process,
both aided and disrupted by the potato famine.

**************************

Long Term Recovery of Arctic Tundra
Following Fire

Chuck Racine, Sterling College

Thursday, April 20, 6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
Climate warming in Arctic Alaska is predicted to increase
the frequency and size of lightning-causes tundra fires.
We have been investigating how these fires could change
the vegetation and permafrost by relocating sample plots
we established between 1978 and 1982 on 1977 fires which
burned over a million acres in NW Alaska. Based on long-
term monitoring of these plots (24-32 years) we can offer
some insight into post-fire vegetation recovery.

The mid-nineteenth century saw the final decline of the
croft-based system of small-scale agriculture in the Scottish
Highland.  Small farmers (crofters) were displaced and huge
estates were purchased by wealthy persons, and converted
into hunting preserves, presumably because the old system
was not sustainable.  The Orkney and Shetlands had a
different system of land tenure, and a more successful
preservation and transformation in the late 20th century.
The discovery and exploration of oil and gas, and the
development of large-scale fish farming transformed these
northern regions.  The adaptation of these lands to the new
developments will also be explored.

Bow to Life:  The Mind-Body-Spirit
Connection and How to Make it Work for You

Joseph Cordillo, Author

Thursday, April 27, 6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
Join in a discussion/demonstration based on Joseph
Cardillo’s best-selling book, Be Like Water and forthcoming
book, Bow to Life.  Learn how to boost your energy,
maintain health, heal from within, gain confidence, and
increase your spiritual abilities. Books will be available for
signing.

The Seminar Series is a lecture and workshop series that
brings in speakers with expertise of interest to our
students, faculty, and surrounding communities. This
series augments our curriculum and provides an
opportunity to discuss a wide variety of issues and
topics. We invite all members of our greater community

6th Annual Environmental Career and
Internship Fair

Thursday, March 2, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Dunbar Dining Hall, Sterling College
Over twenty organizations from all over New England and
beyond will exhibit at the fair. Organization representatives
will be on hand to meet students and the public to discuss
potential internships, research projects, and summer or full
time employment opportunities.

Contact Jennifer Payne at 586-7711 x126 or
jpayne@sterlingcollege.edu

Cinema Borealis: Films of the North

Tuesday evenings, February 14 – April 25, 7:00 p.m.
The Center for Northern Studies, Wolcott
For film schedule see www.sterlingcollege.edu/cal/.

Folk Arts Workshops

Sunday, February 5, 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Socks of the Season with Kati Dana (free)

Sunday, March 12, 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Primitive Cordage with Jeff Bickart (free for students,
$15 for public)

Saturday, April 8,  9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Tablet Weaving with Jeff Bickart (free for students; $22
for public)

Dunbar Hall, Sterling College

To register, contact Heidi Wilson at 586-2801 or
hwilson@sterlingcollege.edu.

For workshop description see  www.sterlingcollege.edu/cal/.

All public event information can be found on our on-line
events calendar: www.sterlingcollege.edu/cal/

to join us for these discussions. Dinner is available on these
evenings by reservation. Please contact Heather at 586-7711 x155.
Dinner is served at 5:30 p.m. in Dunbar Dining Hall and costs $8.
For more information, contact Christina Erickson, series
coordinator, at 586-7711 x150 or cerickson@sterlingcollege.edu.

Additional public events

The REAL World-Wide Web
Jenneke Barton, Consultant

Thursday, March 30, 6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
The environmental crisis is a human crisis—one of
disconnection from our intimate embedding in the web of
life.  Harming the earth harms us as well.  How did this
happen?  Can we reclaim our true, world-changing
“ecological selves”? Science, culture, history, spiritual
traditions, ecopsychology, and reconnecting activities will
inform our exploration of these questions.

The Threat of Terrorism and the Future of
American Intelligence

Tom Twetten, Central Intelligence Agency
(retired)

Thursday, April 6,  6:30 p.m.
Simpson Hall, Sterling College
Is the nation better protected now than it was on 9/11?
What is the likelihood of an environmental catastrophe
from a dirty nuclear bomb, or a chemical or biological terrorist
device?  What is the balance between our prized civil
liberties, and protection of the people from al-Qaeda and its
terrorist allies?

You Can’t Write Irish Migration History
Without the Potato

Ruth-Ann M. Harris, Boston College
********

The End of Agriculture in the Highlands:
Was the Crofting System Viable?

John R. Harris, Boston University


